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DEDICATION OF REWARDS
(I3 213a))
All rewards from this work—its knowledge, benefit,
blessings, secrets and any good it brings—are, first
and foremost, donated to our Master, the

Messenger of Allzh ¥ Muhammad %, the best of
creation, for the sake of Allah ¥

Then, to the noble Panjtan Pak (the Pure Five)—
Sayyiduné ‘Als, Sayyidatuné Fatimah, Sayyiduna
Hasan, Sayyiduna Husayn and the Prophet e
himself—may abundant peace and blessings be

upon them all.

Then to the blessed wives of the Prophet ﬁﬁ) his
family, to all the Blessed Companions (Sahabah),
and to all the Awliya’, Saints, and ‘Arifin

(Gnostics)—especially those resting in Zanbal

Cemetery in Tarim, may Allah U= sanctify their

secrets and raise their ranks.

Then, to our noble Murabbi and Shaykh, Sayyiduné
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al-Habib ‘Umar bin Hafi_z—may Allah ¥ preserve

and elevate him.

Thereafter, as Isal al-Thawab, we gift the reward,
blessings, goodness (khayr), gentleness (lutf), and
wellbeing (‘afiyah) to:

Siddiq and Nasim Adam
Their parents, grandparents, and believing ancestors

Their children, grandchildren, and entire progeny
until the Day of Qiyamah

All their loved ones and those who have ever done

good to them

And all those in need, in this world and the next

May Allsh ¥ accept this humble offering and make
it a means of light, mercy, elevation, forgiveness,
and nearness to Him for all those named and

intended.
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FOREWORD
NSRS

It is an honour for me to write these few words for
this humble work about Tarim — a place that
changed my life and filled a space in my heart that
words can hardly describe.

When I think about Tarim, what comes to my heart
1s a place where the love of Allah is alive, where
people strive to obey Him sincerely, and where the
hereafter takes priority over the ﬂeeting pleasures of
this world. Tarim is special in a way that words
alone cannot fully capture — it is a spiritual refuge
that, for me, bridged the gap between merely

knowing Islam and truly living it.

Tarim taught me that life is meant to be simple,
that true peace comes when Allah is the One we
live to please. There, I witnessed hearts that are
kind, resilient, and unwavering in worship. I saw a
people who have learned to decenter this world

from their hearts, keeping it only in their hands.
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Some memories stay with me always: the frequent
gatherings of remembrance, the warmth of 1d
celebrations at the houses of the Hab3a’ib, the unity
and harmony felt in every gathering. Sitting on
simpie mats, sharing water under the heat, and
ieaving each lesson with words that softened and

nourished the heart — this was Tarim.

Tarim feels safe. It is a place that nurtures the heart
with goodness — the daiiy call to prayer echoing
five times a day, the company of the righteous
whose actions speak louder than any words. Being
there reminded me that the best gift one could ever
give another is the chance to visit Tarim, to sit
among practicing Muslims whose presence itself is a

iiving da‘wah.

May Allah grant you, dear reader, the biessing of
visiting Tarim one day, to benefit from its peopie
and to taste the peace it holds. May these pages be a
means for your heart to journey to Tarim, even if

your feet have not yet reached it.
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May He grant you success in this world and the
next, and may the light of Tarim live on in your

heart, Wherever you are.

Lo a2y 4T Jeg sl Bge Jo bt S

Cnine W o Rninad)

Windhoek, Namibia
11*" Muharram 1447 /6" July 2025
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COMPILER’S INTRODUCTION

There are cities in this world that shine not with tall
buildings or worldly fame, but with the light of
knowledge, purity, and hearts turned toward Allah.
Tarim is one such city — a valley carved by
devotion, nourished by the Qur'an, and safeguarded
by generations of scholars and saints. Known as
“the City of Aba Bakr As-Siddiq”, it holds a unique
place in Islamic history: a place where not only the
spirit of Islam entered early, but where it took deep
root and blossomed in the most beautiful forms of

knowledge, WOI‘ShiP, and character.

It was during the very first Dowrah by the
Almawaddah Foundation and Nar ul-Iman
Publications, high on the rooftop of a house
surrounded by mountains, in a serene and intimate
gathering with al-Habib Muhammad al-‘Aydarus,

that a special moment occurred. Amid the stillness



The Path to Knowing the Land of As-Siddiq

of that elevated place, Habib spoke of a book he
had authored—its themes echoing the spirit of the
gathering. Later, at Habib’s home, Sidi Siddiq
Adam, who had been part of our Dowrah, turned to
him and asked if he would grant permission for the
book to be translated—specifically by Shaykh
‘Abdullah Salih. That moment of sincerity and
baraka, beneath the vast skies of Tarim, became the

seed from which this translation was born.

Even after Sidi Siddiq left Tarim physically, his
heart remained connected. Through regular
communication and unwavering support, he
continued to follow the project and made the

translation and publication of this book possible by
covering its full cost — allowing it to be shared

freely with readers around the world.

There is a deeply moving connection between his
name — Siddiq — and the city of Tarim, known as
the City of Abu Bakr As-Siddiq. This is not a

coincidence, but a spiritual alignment: just as Aba
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Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) was a pillar
of support for the Prophet £, loyal in truth and
sacrifice, so too has Sidi Siddiq become a quiet pillar
in the dissemination of Prophetic knowledge

through this work.

We pray that every word read, every heart touched,

and every seeker guided through this book becomes

a lasting light for him — in this world and the next.
May Allah bless him, his family, and all who

supported this noble effort.

Amin.

L gl

Tarim

9h Muharram 1447/5% July 2025
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Habib Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Al1 al-
‘Aydarﬁs was born on 12 April 1973 (10" Dhul-
Q_a’da 1393 AH) and is married with five children.
He is a highly educated and respected Islamic
leader, known for his extensive know]edge in
Islamic jurisprudence and law. He obtained his
bachelor’s degree in Islamic Jurisprudence and Law
from the prestigious Faculty of Sharia at Al-Ahgaff
University in Tarim, Yemen. He studied under the
tutelage of numerous esteemed Islamic scholars of
Tarim, including the Mufti of Tarim Habib ‘Ali al-
Mashhiir ibn Muhammad ibn Salim ibn Hafiz,
Habib ‘Umar ibn Muhammad ibn Salim ibn Hafiz,
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As an Islamic leader and lecturer, he spent two
years teaching in the town of al-Shihr. In addition,
the respected Habib has taught and participated in
several conferences in Yemen and abroad, including
Indonesia, Maiaysia, Egypt, and the UAE. He has
been invited as a speaker in various countries,
including Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Ethiopia, the
Comoros, the Gulf States, Japan, South Africa,
Egypt, Mauritius, Southeast Asia, and some

countries in Europe.

Currently, he serves as a lecturer at Dar al-Mustafa
for Islamic Studies in Tarim, where he also holds
several other positions and roles, including
Administrator of the Department of Da’wah and
Member of the Fatwa Division in Dar al-Mustafa.

Apart from his participation in various radio and
television programs in several countries, he has
authored several Islamic texts, many of which have
been published and used as a reference for many
students. Majority of his beautiful works are yet to
be translated into English.
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Some of his published works are:

- Ramadanic Reminders (Translated into
English by Shaykh ‘Abdullzh Salih)

- Unveiling the Secrets of Umrah and
Visitations

- The Path to Knowing the Land of As-Siddig
(Translated into English by Shaykh
‘Abdullzh Salih)

- A Condensed Guide for Preaching

- [luminating Seekers of Guidance — Stories
of Th ya’ Ulam al-Din

- Imam ‘Alf Among the Companions of the
Prophet -

- And many more...
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All praise be to Allah, the Lord of all the worlds —
the One sought for help in all matters. And may
peace and blessings be upon the best of the first and
the last, the lamp of light and the full moon, our
master Muhammad, his pure family, his noble
Companions, and all who follow them throughout

time.

It is important to know the history of those who
came before us who brought goodness and benefit to
others. How often have stories of those who came
before brought benefit! How much have their
legacies inspired those who followed! When you read
about their lives, it is almost like living alongside
them. Learning about them feels like being in their

presence.

This fosters love for our homeland — and love for
our homeland is part of faith. It also offers valuable

lessons and reflection. As someone beautifuﬂy said:
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W])é’ﬂ a person ]6’31‘[25 l"]]é’ stories Off]IOSE W]]O came
bé’[OI’é'

It’s as if he lived among them for a time

Whoever is learned, generous, and wise
71 ru])/ lives t]zroug]] every age — SO make the most

of the longest lite!
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An Introduction to the Land of Hadramawt

Hadramawt is a region in Yemen. According to the
scholar Al-Mubarrad, the name was originaliy a
nickname for ‘Amir, an ancestor of the Yemenite
peopie. He was known for never entering a battle
without it ending in many being killed. Whoever saw
him would therefore say “Hadramawt” - meaning

“death has come.”

It is also said that when the people of Prophet Salih
MLl aJe were destroyed, he left with those who
believed in him. When he reached this land, he
passed away there. So it came to be called

Hadramawt — “death occurred.”

According to Ibn al-Kalbi, the name Hadramawt

appears in the Torah as “hadir mayt” — ‘present is

the dead.”

10
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Al-Qazwini said in Aja’%ib al-Buldan:

“Hadramawt is a region in Yemen comprising two
cities: Shibam and Tarim. It lies near the sea, east of
Aden, and is one of the oldest inhabited areas in the

region.”

12
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Tarim

Pre-Islamic Arab historians agreed that the city of
Tarim was founded and laid out during the era of the
Sabaean Kingdom, which lasted from the 14%
century BCE to the 6" century CE. They mention
that after the Ma’rib Dam collapsed, the descendants
of the younger Sheba (Saba’) scattered across
different regions. One of them, named Tarim, settled

in Hadramawt and founded the city of Tarim.

The geographer al-Hamdani, in his book Sifat jazirat
al-Arab (Description of the Arabian Peninsula), said:

“Tarim is a great city.”

14
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Yaqat al-Hamawi, in his Mu jam al-Buldan
(Geographical Dictionary), wrote:

“Tarim is the name of one of Hadramawt’s two cities.
Hadramawt is the name of the entire region. Its two
cities are Tarim and Shibam. They are also names of

tribes after whom the towns were named.”
The pre—Islamic poet al-A‘sha said:

I stayea’ long in Tarim While Bakr ibn Wazil

wan d eI 6’0’ fél‘

16
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Sayyid Murtada al-Zabidi, in 72/ al-Aras (his

commentary on Qa'mﬁs a]—Mubi,t), said:

“Tarim is a city in Hadramawt named after its

founder, Tarim ibn Hadramawt.”

He added: “Our Shaykh” — referring to the great
Imam and scholar al-Habib ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn
Mustafa al-‘Aydaris, who passed away in Egypt in
1192 AH — “said: 1t is the abode and cradle of the
awliya’ (saints). Several Companions who fought at
the Battle of Badr resided there. It is also the home
of the noble Ba Alawi Sayyids, who later spread

across the world.”

18
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As for the linguistic meaning of the word 7arim, the
author of a]—Qémﬁs mentioned under the root

R-Y-M:

“Ai—Raym means excellence or superiority,” with

“superiority” referring to elevation.

20
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Other Names of the City of Tarim and Some of Its
Distinctive Qualities

In his book alMashra$ Al-Shilli mentioned several
other names by which the city of Tarim has been

known. Among them:
Al-Ghann#’ (#(&))) - (The Lush Green City)

It was called this because of its abundant trees and
flowing rivers. Some say it once had many natural
springs, which were later sealed off by Man ibn
Z@’idah al-Shaybani. The reason, as reported, is that
his brother had been appointed governor of the city
but was corrupt and bloodthirsty. When the people
killed him for his crimes, Ma‘n ordered all the springs

to be blocked in retaliation.

22
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The City of Al-Siddiq (Aba Bakr al-Siddiq, may
Allah be pleased with him)

Tarim was given this title because when the noble
Companion Ziyad ibn Labid al-Ansari, who had been
appointed by the Caliph Aba Bakr al-Siddig, called
the people to pledge allegiance to the Caliph, the
people of Tarim were the first to respond, and they

did so unanimously.

Ziyéd wrote to Aba Bakr informing him of this, and
Aba Bakr supplicated for them with three special
prayers. The biessings of these supplications are still

witnessed and tangibly felt to this very day:

24
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1. That its hearth fires never die out (meaning

it will always remain inhabited).

2. That its water be blessed — and indeed, the
blessing and sweetness of its water are clearly

evident to this day.

Regarding this, Sayyid ‘Abd al-Qadir ibn Shaykh al-
‘Aydariis (may Allah be pleased with him) said:

“It’s the land with the most temperate air, the

healthiest soil, and the sweetest water.”

26
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3. That it have many righteous people — and
truly, the number of righteous individuals in

Tarim is countless.

This is affirmed by a hadith attributed to the Prophet
£ that the well-versed scholar Shaykh ‘Abd Allah
ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman Ba Fadl (d. 918 AH)
transmitted: “The righteous sprout from Hadramawt

like vegetation grows.”

Sayyid Ahmad ibn Hasan al-Haddad, in his work a/-
Fawa’id al-Saniyyah, noted that al-Tabarani recorded

a similar narration in his Mu jam al-Awsat.

It is also reported from Shaykh ‘Ali ibn Sallam that
even the entire front row of the main mosque in

Tarim on Fridays consisted of scholars.

28
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The Land of Healing (Bilad al-Tibb)

That is, healing both heart and body. This name was
given by the great knower of Allah, Imam ‘Umar al-
Mihdar ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Saqqaf (d. 833 AH,
may Allah be pleased with him). He composed a

poem in which he expressed this deep reality:

O you who ve drifted away from the Land of Heab'ng,
what ails )/ou.?

Return joyﬁz/]y and make it your home

There you Il be granted Divine success b)/ Allah in
your state
You see if you leave it, you will not be granted your

pen‘éction
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The City of Huffaz (Memorizers of the Qur'an)
Tarim was given this title due to the great number of

peopie in it who have memorized the Book of Allah.

If one reflects on the biographies of its peopie in texts
such as al-Mashra“ al-Rawi, one finds that when

iisting a person’s virtues, it begins with:

“He was born in Tarim and memorized the Glorious

Quran...”

The greatest distinction of this magnificent city is the

noble and honored descendants [of the Prophet £5].
Tarim has been honored by their presence, and [due
to their spiritual fragrance and sincerity,] some
scholars have said that they are those the Prophet %5
referred to when he said: “Truly, I sense the breath
of the All-Merciful coming from the direction of

Yemen.”
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Islam’s Arrival in Tarim

In Mukhtasar Tarikh Hadramawt (A Brief History of
Hadramawt), Ba Matraf mentions that W2'il ibn Hajr
ibn Rabi‘ah, whose father was one of the Aqyél (kings
or tribal nobles) of Yemen, came as a delegate to the

Prophet %? When he entered the mosque, the

Prophet 2 brought him close, spread out his own
cloak for him to sit on, and seated him beside him.
Then the Prophet 5 ascended the pulpit and said:
“O people, this is Wa’il ibn Hujr, the master of the
Aqyal. He has come to you from a distant land” —

meaning Hadramawt — “seeking Islam.”

34
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W2’il then stood and said: "O Messenger of Allah,
news of your emergence reached me while I was in a

state of great sovereignty. I left it all and chose the

religion of Allah."

The Prophet e replied: "You have spoken the truth.
O Allah, bless W2’il and his children."

In another narration reported by Ibn Kathir, the

Prophet 4 said: "O Allah, bless W2’il, his children,
and his children's children."
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The Appointed Representative of the Messenger of
Allah % over Tarim

Historians unanimously agree that Ziyéd ibn Labid

al-KhazrajI al-Ansari (may Allah be pleased with

him) was appointed by the Messenger of Allah 2 as
governor of Hadramawt. He was one of the
Companions who was present at the Pledge of al-

‘Aqabah, the Battle of Badr, and all the major events

alongside the Messenger of Allah %, The people of
Hadramawt were fortunate to have him, as they
benefited enormously from his character and virtues.
According to some Hadrami historians, he resided
primarily in Tarim and Shibam, though he also

visited other key locations in the region.
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The Wars of Apostasy (Ridda)

Ziyad ibn Labid wrote a letter to Aba Bakr al-Siddiq
(may Allah be pleased with him) requesting
reinforcements, after some of the tribes of Kindah
refused to pay zakah and began fighting the
Companions. Abt Bakr (may Allah be pleased with
him) then wrote a letter to ‘Tkrimah ibn Abi Jahl
(may Allah be pleased with him), who was then in
Makkah. On receiving the letter, Tkrimah rallied his
followers and whoever would join him from the

people of Makkah.
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‘Tkrimah marched with two thousand cavalry from
the Quraysh, their clients (mawali), and allies. When
the two forces met, they engaged in fierce combat.
Ziyad’s men had been on the verge of defeat, when
‘Tkrimah arrived with a well-ordered, fully armed
army of resilient men on excellent horses. He pushed
the refusers of zakah back until they were forced to
take refuge in the fortress of al-Nujayr, located

outside Tarim.

Notably, not a single person from Tarim apostatized.
Instead, they warmly welcomed the Companions’
armies and fought alongside them against the

apostates, securing Victory.

Some Companions were martyred and were buried
in Tarim, while others who were wounded received

treatment in Tarim.
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Phases that Tarim went through:

At one point in its history, Hadramawt was
influenced by the Ibadi school that followed ‘Abd
Allah ibn Ibad, an offshoot of the Kharijite sect. The
first to introduce this doctrine to Hadramawt was
likely ‘Abd Allah ibn Yahya al-Kindi (d. 130 AH),
followed by ‘Abd Allah ibn Sa‘id al-Hadrami (d. 179

AH), one of his chief commanders.

However, Ma‘n ibn Z@’idah al-Shaybani (d. 151 AH),
under orders from the ‘Abbasid Caliph Aba Ja‘far al-
Mansar, completely wiped out al-Hadrami and his

fOHOWGI‘S .

From then on, Ibadi influence in Hadramawt
experienced periods of growth and decline until
eventually all traces of it disappeared entirely from
the region. The people of Hadramawt committed
themselves to the ShafiT school in jurisprudence and

the Ash‘ari school in tenets of faith.
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Some of the Traits of the People of Tarim

Shaykh ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad al-Khatib
(may Allah have mercy on him), the author of al-
Jawhar al-Shattat, said:

“Know that the people of Tarim are remarkably
trustworthy and remarkably content; a little of this
world is enough for them. Modest and humble, they
live simply. They are free of any desire for leadership
or arrogance, and far from false appearances and

betrayal.

They honor righteous people and hold them in the
highest regard, even if the righteous person is a

servant. They follow the Shafi school of law.
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They treat their elders and great ones with reverence,
lift up their young, and show respect to those above
them. They look at one another with mercy and
affection, show kindness to their relatives and
neighbors, and uphold their rights. They hasten to

do good and love acts of obedience to God.

What’s more, when someone accepts a gift from
them, they are delighted and feel indebted to the

recipient for accepting it.

They were known for their scrupulousness (wara®),
noble conduct (mur@’ah), mindfulness of God
(taqwa), asceticism (zuhd), generosity, altruism,
contentment despite poverty and patient in it, while
maintaining the appearance of wealth despite it,
loving one another for the sake of Allah, sharing
freely with each other for His sake, zeal for the

religion, and cooperation in doing good and being

mindful of God.
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It is narrated that one of the sultans of Tarim — most
1ikely the blessed Sultan ‘Abd Allah ibn Rashid ibn
Abi Qahtan al—Himyari (may Allah have mercy on

him) — used to say:

"In my land, there are three qualities by which I take
pride over other sultans: First: there is no criminal.

Second: there is no thief.
Third: there is no one in need."

This was due to their continual mutual support and

compassion through acts of goodness.
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Sultan ‘Abd Allah was a jurist, writer, and scholar.
He was just and devout. In his later years he
relinquished leadership and governance to devote
himself to acts of worship, and the pursuit of virtue

and gOOd WOI'kS.

In 612 AH, he was unjustly killed while traveling on

a journey to reconcile between two tribes.

Born in Tarim in 553 AH, he studied Sahih al-
Bukhart with the jurist Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn
Abl Nu‘man al-Hijrani in 585 AH, and collected
hadith from Aba al-Sayf, Ibn al-Maqdisi, and Ibn
‘Asakir in 588 AH.

His era was one of the finest, best and most

prosperous times.
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The Migration of the Ba ‘Alawi Sayyids to
Hadramawt

The Ba ‘Alawi Sayyids trace their lineage to their
forefather al-Sharif ‘Alawi ibn ‘Ubaydullah, the
grandson of Imam al-Muhajir ila Allah Ahmad
(known as “the one who emigrates to Allah”) ibn ‘Isa
al-Naqib, who was the head of the Prophet’s
descendants in Iraq. Isa was the son of Muhammad
al-Naqib, who was the son of ‘Ali al-“Uraydi, son of
Ja'far al-Sadiq, son of Muhammad al-Bagqir, son of
‘Ali Zayn al-‘Abidin, son of Imam al-Husayn, son of
‘Ali ibn Abi Talib — may Allah be pleased with them
all.
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This pure Prophetic lineage has been celebrated and
affirmed by not merely hundreds but thousands of

scholars {:1‘01’1’1 various 1ands throughout the ages.

Shaykh Yasuf al-Nabhani (may Allah have mercy on
him) mentioned the consensus of the ummah on the

authenticity of this lineage. He stated in his book
Riyad al-Jannah:

“Indeed, the Muhammadan ummah across all times
and regions has unanirnously held that our masters,
the Ba ‘Alawis, are among the most authentic and
noblest branches of the Prophet’s Household, and
the among the most iearned, virtuous, and courteous

of them.”

Among the many scholars throughout the ages who
have mentioned the genealogy of the Ba ‘Alawi
Sayyids or praised their excellence and leadership, to

mention just a few, but not all, examples:
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1. Imam al-‘Allamah ‘Umar ibn ‘Ali, famously
known as Ibn Samurah al-Himyari (d. 586
AH), in his book 7abagat Fugaha’ al-Yaman
wa-Uyin min Akhbar Sadat wa-Ruasa’ al-
Zaman.

2. The jurist and scholar Muhammad ibn
Ahmad ibn Abi al-Hubb (d. 611 AH).

3. Imam Aba al-Hasan ‘Ali ibn al-Hasan al-
Khazraji (d. 812 AH), in his work al-Aqd al-
Zahir al-Hasan.
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4. The Hadith Master al-Sakhawi (d. 902 AH),
in al-Daw’ al-Lami‘

5. The great scholar of his time and Hadith
Master, Ibn Hajar al-Haytami al-Makki (d.
974 AH).

6. The Naqib of al-Sham, the learned historian,
jurist, and mufti, al-Sharif Khalil al-Muradi
al-Husaan, in Silk al-Durar.
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7. The master genealogist and lexicographer of
his age, the historian, muhaddith and jurist
Al-Hafiz Sayyid Murtada al-Zabidi, author of
Ithat al-Sada a]—Muttagin, in his dedicated
work al-Rawd al-Jali fi Manaqib Al Abi ‘Alawi
(The Lush Garden on the Virtues of the Ba
Alawi Family).

8. The noble Shaykh ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn
Muhammad al-Khatib, in his book a/-Jawhar
al-Shaftat, where he cited numerous senior
scholars of early and later eras who venerated
the Ba ‘Alawi Sayyids and held them in high

esteem due to their clear Prophetic honor.
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Imdm Ahmad ibn Isa al-Muhajir lived in Basra,
where he was raised. At that time, the Ahl al-Bayt
(may Allah’s pleasure be upon them) lived in honor
and protection. But as the ‘Abbasid caliphs who had
taken Iraq as their base of power began to weaken,
unrest and uprisings started to appear. Gradually,
trials and tribulations began to sweep through the

region of Iraq, with some of the most severe being:
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The Qaramitah attacks on Basra, which lasted from
278 AH to 316 AH, in addition to the Zanj rebellion
from 255 AH to 270 AH.

Amid such turmoil —intolerable to the righteous
who guard against the dunya— Imam Ahmad ibn
Tsa al-Muhajir emigrated in 317 AH. He departed
from Basra, accompanied by his wife, Zaynab bint
‘Abd Allah ibn al-Hasan al-Uraydi, his son
‘Ubaydullah, and ‘Ubaydullah’s sons: ‘Alawi, Jadid,

and Basri.
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Along with him, emigrated Sayyid Muhammad ibn
Sulayman (ancestor of the Ahdal family who trace
their lineage back to Imam Musa al-Kazim) and al-
Sharif Ahmad al- Qudaymi (ancestor of the Bana
Qudaym, who trace their lineage to Muhammad al-
Jawad ibn ‘Ali al-Rida ibn Mausa al-Kazim), along

with their entourage — a group of seventy people.

He left his son Muhammad behind in Basra to

manage their property and wealth.

He set out making his way to the Hijaz, where he
stayed for a full year in the city of his grandfather,
the Chosen One 35 — al-Madinah al-Munawwarah.
After that, he headed to the Sacred Sanctuary of
Allah, Makkah al-Mukarramah.
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That year, the Qaramitah entered Makkah and seized
the Black Stone. Imam Ahmad then departed from
Makkah. He crossed the desert of the Arabian
Peninsula to ‘Asir, then Yemen, then through the
villages of Hadramawt, until he finally settled in al-

Husayyisah, in Hadramawt.

Thus Divine Providence led him to the Vaiiey of
Hadramawt — a barren vailey of few resources, yet
one that produces righteous peopie and yields

blessings.

Imam al-Haddad described it, saying:
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He turned awa y from the world, and mlgratea’ f]eel'ng

To Allah, while events were aflame

From green Basra ]16’ tI‘HVé’I‘S@O’ W]]age c’lﬁé’l‘ W]]ng

Crossing Va]]e)/s nestled between rising hills

Until he reached the blessed Val]e)/ and was p/eased
And there he p1'tcbea’ his tent for gooa’

He settled there and  made it home
With a progeny led b)/ a rein
Of righteousness, piety, and good character

EHCll llIOHOl'é’G’ virtue [OI]OWGC{ b)/ élHOt[lEI' ofgrace

7 broug]] them the Va]]e)/ came alive and
companionab]e

Secure and protected without a sword

72



The Path to Knowing the Land of As-Siddiq

P‘—Q?’ )l—‘n.-‘l‘a‘-’ «,vl—,-mi =0

P Cago i o LGl

i Uy sl Ga S35, L1

AW G a0 il e aaad L2

73



The Path to Knowing the Land of As-Siddiq

Some of the Reasons Imam al-Muhajir Chose
Hadramawt:

1. Hadramawt was mentioned in several

Prophetic traditions and narrations.

2. Because of its distance from the ongoing

tribulations in the world.
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What Imam al-Muhajir (may Allzh be pleased with
him) did:

1. He countered the fitnah of the Ibadiyyah —
the followers of the Kharijite ‘Abd Allah ibn
Ibad— in Hadramawt using wisdom and
gentle admonition, and pursued them to their

areas of influence.

2. He purchased land, cultivated it, and gifted it

to his helpers.

3. He bought land near the town of Bar and

settled there with his children.
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When Imam Ahmad ibn Tsa al-Muhajir first arrived
in Hadramawt, he stayed in al—Hajarayn. He then
moved to Qarat Bani Jushayr, also known as Bayt
Bani Jushayb, which is about half a day’s travel from
Tarim. He later relocated to al-Husayyisah, where he
bought extensive property and eventuaﬂy passed

away. He was buried in its eastern Vaﬂey.

His son, Shaykh ‘Ubayduﬂéh, then moved to Sumal,
living there for some time and purchasing much
land. Sumal is about six miles from Tarim. Some say

he passed away there as WCH
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Then his children moved to Bayt Jubayr for a time.
Then the descendants moved to the city of Tarim,
which had a large group of Sunni scholars, including
the families of al-Khatib, Ba Fadl and others. The Ba
‘Alawi family arrived in Tarim in 521 AH. The first
to settle there was Imam ‘Ali ibn ‘Alawi, known as
“Khali‘ Qasam,” who passed away in Tarim in 529
AH. He was followed by his brother Salim and other
contemporaries from the Basri and Jadid families.
Through them, the city increased in honor and pride
upon its pride. Its regions flourished, its gardens
bloomed, its stars shone brighter, its fragrance
spread, and Tarim experienced a renaissance in
learning, religious life, and social development with

their arrival.
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Imam al-Fagih al-Muqaddam (Muhammad ibn ‘Ali
ibn Muhammad S$ahib Mirbat Ba ‘Alawi) — may
Allah be pleased with him

He was born in Tarim in 574 AH, and was raised
there. He memorized the Noble Qur’an and mastered

various fields of knowledge.

Due to the severity of the civil strife and widespread
killing during that period, he would sit in the lesson
of his teacher, Shaykh ‘Ali ibn Ahmad Ba Marwan,

with his sword on his lap.
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His Major Accomplishments
1. Reviving the way of Tasawwuf —the science

of ihsan (spiritual excellence)— and learning
from its masters, just as his fore-father
‘Ubaydullah had learned from Aba Talib al-
Makki (may Allah have mercy on him), the
author of Qat al-Qulib.
Aba Madyan Shu‘ayb al-Maghribi sent his
envoy to transmit spiritual authority to him

in the spiritual path (tariqah).
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2. He wore the clothing of the poor and broke
his sword, choosing for his descendants and
followers knowledge instead of violence, so

that they would not be a Party to the

tribulations that the Messenger of Allah e

had warned against in the end of times.

3. He was known for his generosity and daily
charitable giving. His distribution of dates

alone was almost a thousand ratls— (413—

436 kg) —every single day.
4. He left behind a ribat (scholarly institute)

that bears his name and teaches his

methodology.
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When he reached old age, great spiritual states
overtook him, leading to being completely absorbed

with the witnessing of his Lord.

He (may Allah be pleased with him) passed away on
a Thursday night in Dhul-Hijjah, 653 AH (1255).
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Imam °‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad al-Saqqaf
(may Allah be pleased with him)

Born in Tarim in 739 AH, he memorized the Noble
Qur’an, mastered its sciences, and excelled in other
disciplines, to the extent that it was said he
memorized most of al-Wajiz and al-Muhadhdhab.
He traveled in pursuit of knowledge to Ghayl Ba
Wazir and to Aden.

The people of his time unanimously called him “al-
Saqqaf” due to the loftiness of his aspiration and rank
— for he became a spiritual ceiling (sagf), a
metaphor for being at the pinnacle of spiritual and

scholarly stature.
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His Major Accomplishments

1. Training spirituai disciples and students of

knowledge.

2. Earning his living with his own hands and
farming. He planted many date-palms,
reciting Stirah Yasin at each one as he planted
it. When he finished planting all of them, he
completed a full Quran recitation at each

tree.

3. Building mosques. He built ten mosques in
various regions, and endowed each one with

property and land to sustain its needs.

He (may Allah be pleased with him) passed away on
Thursday, 23" Shaban 819 AH (1416).
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The spiritual path continued after al-Faqih al-
Mugaddam and al Saqqaf through their children and
students, foHowing their methodology and example.
However, since their path was one of inner
realization, spiritual taste, and Divine secrets, they
preferred to remain inconspicuous and private. Thus,
they did not produce books — rather, they produced

men.
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That remained the norm until the time of Imam al-
‘Aydaris (d. 865 AH) and his brother, Shaykh Imam
‘Ali (d. 895 AH). At that point, the circle of followers
expanded, and the need for written works arose, and

written works were then produced, such as:

o al-Kibrit al-Ahmar (“The Red Sulphur”) by

Imam al-‘Aydarﬁs

o al-juz’ al-Latit fi al-Tahkim al-Sharit by his
son, Shaykh Aba Bakr al-‘Adani

o Maarij al-Hidayah and al-Bargah al-
Mushigah bi-Dhikr Libas al-Khirgah al-
Anigah by Shaykh of the path, Imam ‘Al ibn
Abi Bakr al-Sakran — a book that is a key
reference for chains of transmission of the
scholars of Yemen and the Ba ‘Alawt

tradition.
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Imam al-Haddad said:

"Three figures deserve the gratitude of the Ba ‘Alawi
Sayyids: Al-Muhajir Ahmad ibn Tsa, who led his
descendants away from religious innovation;
al-Faqih al-Mugaddam, who protected them by
laying down the sword;
and Shaykh ‘Ali ibn Abi Bakr, when he instructed his
student Ba Shayban to tend to their family

genealogical records.”

(From Tathbit al-Fur'ad)
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The scholar ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Umar ibn Yahya (may
Allah have mercy on him) said regarding the spiritual
path of the Ba ‘Alawi Sayyids:

“In summary, their path is about allocating one’s

time to righteous deeds while perfectly following the

example of [our master the Prophet Muhammad %],
making every deed sound through sincerity, free
from ulterior motives or flaws; cleansing the heart of
every lowly trait, and adorning it with every noble
trait; showing mercy and compassion to God’s
creation; making every effort to teach and guide them
to what leads to salvation; avoiding what is forbidden
or questionable; minimizing indulgence in
permissible pleasures and desires;
and making the most of one’s lifetime by

withdrawing from distractions...”
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“..They only engage with others for learning,
teaching, attending Friday and congregational
prayers, or visiting loved ones, enriching these visits

with meaningful discussions about knowledge.

They uphold ties of kinship and brotherhood,
promote good, forbid evil, and help those in distress.
All of this is done while maintaining dignity,
modesty, humility, and awareness of the Creator.
They keep their promises, live simply,
and rely on Allah alone.”
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Their Impact on the Spread of Islam

The Ba ‘Alawi tariqah — beyond being a path for
spiritual growth and conduct — was a cause for the
spread of Islam and the entry of great multitudes into
it across vast geographic regions, through India to
the wider Malay-Indonesian region, Burma,
Indonesia, the Philippines, and Ceylon (Sri Lanka),
as well as throughout Southeast Asia and the East

African coast, and beyond.
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Through their trade across the oceans to those lands,
the Ba ‘Alaw1 Sayyids and those who followed their
path were a perfect example of the righteous Muslim,
who combines knowledge with acting on it. They
attracted people through their character, manners,
and knowledge, presenting a shining image of the
complete Muslim personality in both religious and

worldly matters.
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The historian and scholar Sayyid Muhammad ibn
‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Shihab al-‘Alaw1 said:

“Hadrami Arabs — foremost among them the Ba
‘Alaw1 Sayyids — made regular voyages to Malabar,
Gujarat, Calicut, and other regions of India,
establishing commercial and religious centers there.
The first to gain renown were the Bani ‘Abd al-
Malik, Ba ‘Alawis from Yemen. They spread through
the region, establishing connections with kings,
leaders, and Muslim scholars in India, and held high
esteem among Indian Muslims.
They were referred to as Al ‘Azmatkhan.
Later, other groups followed them, and many among
the Ba ‘Alawis established ribats (open spiritual and

educational lodges) for seekers of knowledge.”
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Across the centuries and shifting circumstances, this
Prophetic tide has never ceased — continuing to
our present time through this noble lineage and

those who follow their path.

Indeed, the embrace of Islam by millions of people
across various continents of the world is closely
connected to their migrations and continuous

efforts.

Their schools are widespread, constantly welcoming
large numbers of students and spiritual aspirants,
instilling in them love for the religion, providing
them with nourishment in knowledge and certainty,

and preparing them to convey it to all of humanity.

110

HOR UL-IMAT



The Path to Knowing the Land of As-Siddiq
EY] NV-N { W
Aot oy 8 e s A O 8 dl -
FORRY
A p e S o) o Sl s -

AW SE

111



The Path to Knowing the Land of As-Siddiq

Sources:

Sharh al-A )/121')9/3]1 by al-Habib Ahmad ibn
Zayn al-Habashi

Silsilat A Tam Hadramawt by al-Habib Abu
Bakr ibn ‘Ali al-Mashhir

al-Jawhar al-Shaffa by Shaykh ‘Abd al-
Rahman ibn Muhammad al-Khatib
Minhat al-Karim — a research paper by
Ustadh Munir ibn Salim Ba Zuhayr

112



L — ge— 8

W&
\_
=

S

e




